River Winds Landing seeks expansion of docking facilities

By Steve Bell 
Many might agree that River Winds Landing is a text book case on how to construct a marina that will blend in with the natural surroundings; in this case the Saluda River, and miles of pristine forest that line the river shoreline. Owners Jerry and Carolyn Cracraft have been working on the project since June 2002. The launch ramp opened to the public in 2003, and store and cabins opened in October 2004. Southern hospitality is the theme where folks can relax in rocker at the tackle shop or on the porch of a rustic cabin. Sunsets, campfires, marsh mellow roast, or a game of horseshoes all play a role in  providing visitors with  relaxed laid back atmosphere.   

The marina is located on highway 391 on the Newberry County side of Blacks Bridge. While the “urban pond” unofficially ends at Billy Dreher Island, pristine settings - for nature types- typically don’t begin until one passes under the 391 bridges. Locals say the bridges represent the gateway to the “preserved” side of the lake. So the setting at River Winds makes for a perfect stopover for boaters looking for the riverene experience and for boaters needing a launch site to gas up and stock up before heading out. 

But keeping mom and pop businesses open year round can be a challenge.  Ask any marina operator and they will tell you it ain’t easy keeping your head above water during the off season. Realizing the important services public marinas provide and the challenges they face in order to make a profit, SCE&G and stakeholders- who took part in the relicensing process- agreed last year to exclude existing businesses from the new permitting policies, and to deal with each, one on one, to provide the tools necessary to keep these businesses viable.   

 More recently SCE&G filed an application with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) asking permission to allow River Winds Landing to expand its docking facilities to accommodate an additional 20 watercraft.  The request also seeks approval to permit the relocation of an existing two-slip dock to the existing fuel dock. The application states that “this would provide additional moorage for patrons of Riverwinds Landing and would allow more than one boat at a time to access the fuel dock.”  

Lake Murray Watch and the Lake Murray Homeowners Coalition provided joint comments to the FERC strongly supporting the request. Bertina Floyd, Chairperson of the homeowners group told officials, “River Winds Landing provides important services to recreation users in the upper lake area. It is one of only a few marinas that provides gas, bait and tackle and rental cottages. During these hard economic times, it is important that we give our public marinas the tools they need to survive.”  

The US Fish and Wildlife Service wants Rivers Winds owners, as a condition for approval, to establish at the minimum a 25 foot vegetated buffer consisting of indigenous trees, shrubs, and grasses. The Service explained, “Shoreline vegetation and associated upland vegetation provides important ecological functions such as habitat for a variety of aquatic and wildlife species, suspended sediment trapping, and filtration of upland run-off.  Shoreline vegetation protects the integrity of the water quality in Lake Murray, reduces erosion, and provides nursery and foraging habitat for aquatic species.” Gregory Hogue, Regional Environmental Officer indicated that, “Provided these recommendations are included in any permit for the proposed activities we have no objections to the project.”   

