Lake Murray fish kill in Little Saluda
Around mid-morning on July 30, Lake Murray Watch received a call from Roy Huffman a lake resident   who indicated that fish were dying off near Harmon’s bridge on the Little Saluda River. The commotion he noticed in the water turned out to be hundreds of fish thrashing around near the water’s edge. And Huffman’s neighbor Jackie Thompson also  noticed fish dead and dying and called DNR’s 24 hour hotline. The dispatcher notified DHEC and  DNR’s emergency response team and within 2 hours,  experts were on the scene.  On site water testing indicated that dissolved oxygen (DO) levels were in the zero range in a 2 mile section of the river.  Thompson indicated that the fish kill included large bass, perch, brim crappie and catfish. She indicated the fish were surfacing, called “piping” trying to get oxygen and said it was “pitiful” watching their struggle for survival. The kill could run into the thousands before officials complete their investigation. 
DNR officials Wade Bales and Hal Beard responded to the call making site evaluations  on Saturday and Sunday. Bales indicated that it appears that nutrients brought in from recent heavy rains created an algae bloom which eventually “crashed” causing the virtual depletion of oxygen in a 2 mile section around Harmon’s bridge. The area has a history of water quality problems, according to DHEC’s 2004 Water Quality Assessment Report which indicates water quality around Harmon’s bridge does not support aquatic life uses due to “dissolved oxygen excursions”. DHEC and DNR will continue to investigate and will file an official report at a later date.
