Fish and Wildlife Service recommends buffer zone at new development
By Steve Bell- Lake Watch Columnist

Federal wildlife officials continue to push for better shoreline protection on Lake Murray and said so in recent comments regarding SCE&G’s application requesting permission from the Federal Energy Regulatory (FERC) to permit a 32 slip docking facility, and a boat ramp. The application includes a request to excavate approximately 395 cubic yards of lake bottom. The request by Beau Ideal, LLC, for federal approval to use public lands and waters, has previously been approved by the US Army Corps of Engineers and SC DHEC, but the FERC makes the final decision but not before soliciting input from federal and state resource agencies and the public.
The FWS has been and continues to be concerned about shoreline development impacts on the lake’s remaining natural resources. According to Stephen Spehcer, Regional Environmental Officer, “The Department of Interior is concerned with increasing shoreline development along Lake Murray. Shoreline vegetation and the adjacent uplands provide habitat for a variety of wildlife and contribute to water cleansing functions including suspended sediment trapping, filtration and purification of upland runoff before entering the lake.” 
FWS officials are recommending that the developer implement a shoreline management plan which will provide a 25 feet undisturbed vegetated buffer along the shoreline, placing special emphasis on protecting environmentally sensitive areas. The Service further recommends that the docking facility be located at a sufficient distance from shore to avoid dredging. Dredging below the original lake bottom can remove gravelly substrates suitable for fish spawning.
Some folks seem to think a few trees and a well manicured lawn will take care of pollution run off. But nothing could be further from the truth. Lawns do help hold the soil and prevent erosion. But in order to maintain that beautiful lawn, fertilizers are most often used which can contribute to high phosphorous levels, cause algae blooms, low dissolved oxygen levels and ultimately fish kills. Additionally there are concerns with pesticides and petroleum products that can enter the lake during heavy downpours.   FERC guidelines recommend a 200 ft natural vegetated buffer zone between the shoreline and development. And there are concerns about cumulative impacts from continued development. In a letter to federal officials during the Lake Murray Land Use and Shoreline Management Plan, 5- year review, DHEC  told the FERC that. "In consideration of current water quality trends, DHEC believes that minimization of future urban development along the Lake Murray shoreline is necessary to maintain long term water quality. And the FERC agreed when it stated that "The licensee's (SCE&G) proposal, to allow consumer demand and economic factors to dictate type, location, and size of development will not ensure protection of aquatic and terrestrial resources. Some areas of the lake are not conducive to development. Without planning and foresight, shoreline development can contribute to overcrowding conditions, and environmental degradation.”
For over a decade, the US Fish and Wildlife Service and SC DNR have been at odds with SCE&G on what to do with the remaining undeveloped fringelands. DNR with the help and support of DHEC, PRT and US FWS, identified and mapped areas with “high natural resource value” and are recommending these areas for long term protection. But this would require removing almost 80 miles of shoreline from consideration for development and could potentially cost SCE&G millions of dollars in loss of revenues from fringeland sales.  FERC, who will ultimately decide the future of Lake Murray’s shoreline, told SCE&G and stakeholders that “re-balancing” is needed and the re-licensing will be the venue for resolving that issue. 
Some experts are concerned that Lake Murray could be killed by a “thousand development nicks”, a situation that occurred at Lake Allatoona, a reservoir located near Alanta and similar in size to Lake Murray. Dr. Frank Chapelle, a hydrologist who lives in Little Mountain indicated his concerns in an article in the State (March 25, 2001). According to Dr. Chapelle, urban sprawl from nearby Atlanta had a devastating effect on water quality at Lake Allatoona. His article stated, “Sediment from nearly cleared land flooded into the lake, turning its water a dull red every time it rained. Run-off from roads driveways and parking lots carried into the lake bacteria, pesticides, fertilizers and organic matter. Human waste and petroleum products dumped or spilled from boats made matters worse. The result?  A lake with severe and probably unsolvable water quality problems.”  Dr. Chapelle concluded in the article that “It’s worth noting that no single event ruined Lake Allatoona’s water quality. Each house that was built, each sub division that failed to control sediment run-off, each pound of fertilizer spread on each lawn, and each boater emptying a potty into the contributed to the problem. Lake Allatoona was not killed by a single deep cut, but a thousand nicks.”
Making sure Lake Murray does not become another Lake Allatoona should be SCE&G’s priority as it manages this public waterway, a privilege given to the company in the form of a Federal license to operate on a public river. But that responsibility must be shared by others including developers and homeowners. Bob Keener a lake activist and past President of the Lake Murray Southside Community Association, believes that a public education course should be developed by SCE&G and resources agencies and workshops should be held to teach homeowners and developers what they can do to prevent pollution.  And George Duke, an officer in the Lake Murray Homeowners Coalition, a new organization representing over 4000 lake residents, says that “an increase in public awareness is needed in order to minimize non-point source pollutants.” Duke recommends that homeowners and developers read “Living on the Water’s Edge” a publication put out by Clemson University. Duke invites individuals interested in obtaining a copy to email the organization at kayakduke@bellsouth.net or visit their website, www.lakemurrayhomeowners.net.
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