Monday Sept. 12
Discussion on proposed marina draws crowd to Homeowners Coalition meeting
By Steve Bell – Lake Watch Columnist
Almost 40 people attended the Lake Murray Homeowners Coalition Board meeting on September 8 to hear Georgetown attorney Jimmy Chandler speak on how his organization, the SC Environmental Law Project, can help  address  environmental issues on Lake Murray. Over 30 residents of the Crystal Lake area attended the meeting to see what, if anything, Chandler’s group might do to stop Lighthouse Development from constructing a 104 slip docking facility at the back of a cove off Crystal Lake Dr. near Chapin. The docking facility would serve lot owners in the proposed Paridise Cove sub-division. Local residents are concerned about negative effects a marina, the size of a football field, would have on this quiet residential area. Impacts to water quality, fish and wildlife resources, and concerns about navigation, noise, congestion and boating safety top the list of complaints coming from locals.

Development in the area has reached over 88 percent and this concerns wildlife agencies which have a statutory responsibility to protect the state’s fish and wildlife resources. The proposed facility is directly across from a small undeveloped tract agencies are trying to preserve. Wildlife officials recently opposed SCE&G’s request to Federal officials to sell fringelands at this location. Coalition member Kevin Ormerad an avid fisherman representing Hallmark Shores indicated his concerns about obvious impacts to fish habitat if the facility is approved.
Chandler indicated that while his group has been mostly involved with issues on the coast, it is interested in working with environmental and citizens groups in other areas of the state including getting involved with water quality issues on fresh water reservoirs like Lake Murray. Chandler is considered to be one of the top environmental attorneys in the state and has received recognition for his work including the SC General Assembly’s Environmental Awareness Award and the SC Wildlife Federation’s Conservationist of the Year Award.

When asked what it would take to get his group to help with environmental issues on Lake Murray, Chandler said “Just ask.” He indicated though that his organization is funded by grants and donations, and could assist the Coalition in fund raising efforts and securing grant money to address water quality issues including setting up a water quality monitoring program to address specific problem areas.  

Mike Sloan emphasized at the meeting that “the proposed marina is not a personal problem for local residents to tackle only, but represents a lake wide environmental issue that is draining the life blood out of this important natural resource.”  Sloan  is President of the Ballentine Civic Association and was accompanied by St Andrews attorney Ed Kneece and his wife Judy and Kenneth Tallman, all of whom support the concerns of Crystal Lake residents and the need for legal assistance in dealing with these type development pressures. 

Crystal Lake Dr. resident Margaret Stillwell wonders why local residents were not officially notified of the proposed facility noting that if it weren’t for Lake Watch and the Homeowners Coalition, she and others would have missed out on the public processes. Ms. Stillwell further noted that issues other than lake levels need to be considered as groups work to protect and enhance the lake’s environmental and recreational resources.
Bert Floyd of Night Harbor told Crystal Lake residents attending that it was critical that locals affected by the proposed facility give their full support to addressing the issue. Chandler indicated that community leaders must take charge and organize the effort noting that a core group should meet and develop an argument to be presented at the public hearing. Coalition representatives will meet with community leaders Stan Stillwell, Ross Broadwell, and Don Tyler on September 14 to “brainstorm” the issue. The group then will meet with Chandler on September 22 for further discussions. The time and location for the DHEC public hearing has not been announced. DHEC must give citizens a 30 day notice  prior to the date of the hearing.  For more information on this issue go to the Coalition’s website, www.lakemurrayhomeowners.com
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