Lake groups appeal decision to permit marina

by Steve Bell- Lake Watch Columnist

The Lake Murray Home Owner’s Coalition, the Lake Murray Association and Lake Murray Watch are joining forces to appeal a decision by SC DHEC to permit an 84 slip marina in Crystal Lake on Lake Murray. The marina would provide slips for homeowners in Paradise Cove, a proposed 92 unit development to be constructed on Crystal Lake Drive near Chapin. Lighthouse Development says it needs the marina to lure discerning buyers to the upscale gated lakefront development.
In October of last year, the Lake Murray Homeowners Coalition ( LMHOC )

alerted residents near the site of the proposed project and led the way ensuring that a public hearing would be held to allow citizens to voice their concerns. The estimated 140 people who attended the hearing told DHEC to say no to what they described as a “two acre boat parking lot and an eyesore” that is unnecessary and an overkill.  The Lake Murray Association took a strong position, recommending that DHEC deny the marina but approve the proposed launching facilities and courtesy docks. The Association is primarily concerned with potential water quality impacts associated with a large concentration of boats. Others suggested alternatives including downsizing the project to be more consistent with the existing character of the neighborhood. 
On August 29, the SC Environmental Law Project (SCELP) filed a letter on behalf of the lake groups asking for a hearing before DHEC’s Board of Directors. The SC Environmental Law Project is a non-profit organization which offers legal assistance to organizations and individuals on environmental issues.  Jimmy Chandler, Director and attorney for SCELP questioned information submitted by Lighthouse Development concerning possible alternatives. He stated in the letter , “The staff decision appears to have erroneously accepted the applicant’s flawed and incomplete information, submitted to the staff on June 2, 2006, more than six months after the public hearing, which purported to be an alternatives analysis. The applicant asserted that the expenses incurred by the applicant in designing and preparing for the proposed development plan rendered any changes in the plan infeasible. This type of analysis is not a true alternatives analysis and does not comply with Regulation 61-101.F.(5)(b).”  Chandler is considered to be one of the top environmental lawyers in the state. 
The alternative analysis indicated that fixed cost for each of the 92 lots was slightly over $70,000 per lot. One option suggested that the developer use dry storage, but Lighthouse claimed that it would lose one building lot for every 4-5 boats stored on the property and this could drive up prices beyond what the market would stand.   
Lighthouse’s consultant, Bobby Riggs with Newkirk Environmental, told DHEC that “The delay is now costing Lighthouse Developments a substantial amount of money every week that the project is held up.” Riggs is a former official with the US Army Corps of Engineers. The appeal process could take months or even years, depending on how far lake groups intend to go. If all fails with DHEC, the lake community will push for a public hearing with SCE&G. The company has the authority to deny the request or make recommendations to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission which must ultimately approve the project. A decision by DHEC’s board whether to grant a hearing could come at the board’s September 14 meeting. If the hearing is granted, the board will likely listen to arguments at its October meeting. For more information  go to www.lakemurraywatch.com
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