Lake groups and businesses donate to SC Wildlife Federation

By Steve Bell, Lake Watch Columnist

Lake Watch, Lake Murray Association and the Lake Murray Homeowners Coalition,  teamed up with local businesses to provide a “Taste of Lake Murray” package which will be auctioned off at the SC Wildlife Federation’s  Wild Summer’s Nite 75th Anniversary Celebration, Auction and Wild Game Feast to be held August 5 in Columbia. According to Angela Viney, Executive Director, the annual event provides up to 20% of the Federation’s operating budget for the year. Viney indicated that donations are “an investment in the quality of our state’s future” and noted that the organization’s goal is to help “ensure that our future generations enjoy the same natural heritage and have the same opportunities for outdoor recreation that everyone in South Carolina has come to know and love.
The Federation has in the past and continues to be very active in supporting wildlife protection and public recreation on Lake Murray. The organization intervened in the 1999 Lake Murray Land Use and Shoreline Management Plan review, joining lake groups and agencies in a push for shoreline preservation. The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission which oversees SCE&G’s management of public resources, eventually approved a new shore plan which required the utility to identify, map and protect environmentally sensitive areas on the shoreline. The Federation was a key player in that decision. The wildlife group is also a member of the relicensing team, a group of “stakeholders” working with SCE&G to develop a new 30 year license plan. 
The Taste of Lake Murray auction item includes the following:

(1) Cruise on the 65 ft. double deck Southern Patriot to view the purple martins come in to roost at bomber island, a phenomenon you have to see to believe. The 2 ½ hour cruise takes you out to historic Bomb Island, where hundreds of thousands of birds (Purple Martins) circle and roost on the largest Purple Martin sanctuary in North America. During this cruise you will hear narration about the Purple Martins and about the historic significance of how this island was used for bombing practice by Jimmy Doolittle prior to his raid on Tokyo during WWII. Light refreshments will be served.  Call Jay Downs at 749-8594
(2) Dinner for two at the Dockside restaurant. Located at Lake Murray Marina, the restaurant is open year round, seven days a week, 4 o’clock on weekdays, 10 am on Fridays and Saturdays and 11 am on Sundays. The restaurant caters to boaters offering fast food items including burgers, wings and a special “grouper” sandwich.  Call Dockside at 
(3) A guided pontoon tour of the pristine riverene sections of the upper lake. Big Birds Marina donated the pontoon which will take the highest bidder on a guided wildlife and fishing adventure up the Saluda River. Big Birds is located at Adams Camp bridge on Billy Dreher Island Rd. Jim King and his wife Lavonda own and operate the business with the help their son Billy who recently left a full time job in order to assist with the long hours demanded from providing 7 days service to the lake community. The marina offers a wide range of amenities including a restaurant with live weekend entertainment, pontoon and jet ski rental, gas, boat launching, bait, fishing and boating supplies, mobile boat repair services and fishing guide services. The breakfast menu includes Mr. Rhett’s famous country sausage prepared in the Big Bird kitchen. For more information call Big Birds at  803-945-0028. 
(4)  Dinner for two at the Buffalo Creek Grill at Hollands Landing.  Owner Karen Butler recently renovated the 50 year old building which actually sits over the water. She took pains to retain its rustic, upper lake charm and character. The air condition system was upgraded and now keeps things chilled during hot summer afternoons. The menu offers a variety items from fat cheeseburgers to grilled or fried chicken and seafood, to what Butler calls her signature dish-blackened bourbon salmon. The restaurant is open seven days a week. Call 364-9233
The Wild Summer’s Nite celebration will be held August 5, at the Moore building on the State Fairgrounds. Doors will open at 6 pm. For information on purchasing tickets call the Federation’s Columbia office at 803-256-0670.
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