Press Release- Lake Murray Watch - June 20,2005
Saluda relicensing- generation vs. public safety
By Steve Bell
A common thread surfaced between lake groups and river users at the June 16 relicensing workshop held at Saluda Shoals Park.  Both sides stepped up to the podium and outlined concerns including complaints that SCE&G’s current operating scheme unnecessarily puts citizens in harms way. Groups say recreation by far outweighs power generation as a public benefit at this federal project and a new license must reflect this shift in priorities. 
The Lake Murray Association reiterated its “broken record” position on lake levels in its presentation during the public comment period. . The twelve year old association continues to insist that water levels stay above 354 mls year round, emphasizing that fluctuations  below that unduly restrict recreation, and  compromise public safety.  As lake levels plummet, shoreline residents lose use of their docks, and shoal markers become useless as new hazards surface. With over 40,000 registered boaters in the four county area, an unmarked lake represents accidents fixing to happen.
The newly formed Lake Murray Homeowners Coalition, the largest and most powerful group on the lake, is backing off from drawing any lines in the sand until it  reviews all of the information available under re-licensing disclosure rules.  Chairman Larry Michalec, says “Relicensing provides a unique opportunity to conduct new studies that will give us a fresh look at all aspects of the operation. It’s a new ball game, and until we have a chance to analyze everything, we won’t know what’s best for our members. It may be that 355 or 356 minimum is the safe number we need to target. Of more concern is how we are going to maintain high levels during the summer season with all the competing interest, and besides, winter drawn downs may not be a re-licensing issue since SCE&G has already demonstrated its ability to operate at higher winter levels without a problem.”
As far as safety in the lower Saluda, Guy Jones, President of the River Runner Outdoor Center told SCE&G that he was surprised that the company had not been sued, and noted that the SCE&G fails to properly communicate information regarding releases with Saluda Shoals Park officials. Spontaneous unscheduled releases can push thousands up cubit feet of water downstream upon surprised and unsuspecting fisherman, boaters and sunbathers. Jones wonders if SCE&G is doing this when other resources are available.  
Malcolm Leaphart an advocate for the trout fisheries summed it up by saying “River safety is a serious issue for the Lower Saluda River and will need much assessment and discussion and drastic improvements in the new FERC license for SCE&G. As it is now, it is just a matter of time and luck before the next death or serious injury occurs - and that situation has needed changing for many years.” 
Safety will no doubt be an emotional issue when resource meetings begin sometime in September.  Col. Bob Keener a long time lake activist thinks it’s a good thing that SCE&G has hired a consultant to conduct the relicensing workshops. Keener noted that over the past few years, tension has built up between the power company and the lake community. The consulting firm will apparently act as a buffer between the utility and disgruntled citizens who say they are tired of hearing SCE&G’s spin on things.
For more information on relicensing visit  www.saludahydrorelicense.com and www.lakemurraywatch.com 
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