Relicensing a “marathon not a sprint” Lake Wateree’s Gary Faulkenberry
by Steve Bell- Lake Watch Columnist

Gary Faulkenberry, a member of the Catawba Wateree relicensing team shared some of his experiences in dam relicensing with members of the Lake Murray Homeowners Coalition at its July 14, monthly meeting. Faulkenberry stressed that relicensing is  a “marathon not a sprint” and encouraged members to be prepared for the long haul and that they must be willing to “commit the time and energy required to participate in the regular relicensing meetings, study teams, and planning sessions.”   SCE&G officially kicked off relicensing for  Lake Murray on June 9th of this year and the process will continue for two years before SCE&G officially submit s its draft plan to Federal officials. 
The Lake Murray Homeowners Coalition was formed on May 19, by leaders of several prominent homeowner's associations who felt it was necessary and time for lake residents to form a lake wide homeowners group to better address lake issues including the upcoming relicensing of the Saluda Hydro Project. The Coalition now has 16 member organizations which represent approximately 4000 lake residents. The Coalition anticipates participation will double within the next few months as its official membership drive kicks into full gear. The Coalition will represent the interests of homeowners that live on Lake Murray during meetings and negotiations with SCE&G and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission during the relicensing process.  
Faulkenberry is past President of the Lake Wateree Home Owner’s Association and currently serves as Vice Chairman for External Affairs of the Wateree HOA, a Board member of the Catawba Riverkeeper Foundation, a Board member of Clean Water SC, a Covekeeper on Lake Wateree, and recently was appointed by the SC Senate to the newly formed Bi-state Catawba-Wateree River Commission. He is currently involved in the Duke Power relicensing process on Lake Wateree project. Faulkenberry brought with him a wealth of knowledge concerning public participation in dam relicensing processes. He is a key figure in representing Lake Wateree homeowners’ interest in the future of the Catawba- Wateree river basin.
In his message to the group, Faulkenberry emphasized the importance of going into the relicensing with the right perspective and state of mind. He indicated that stakeholders must realize that the lake’s water belongs to the public not the power company, and that the public should expect significant contributions to its needs by the dam operator in return for the use of the water for 30 to 50 years. These needs include the protection of natural shore lines, fish and wildlife resources, water quality, and lake levels that reflect new priorities in the use of public waters. He further indicated that the stakeholders should understand that this is a “business negotiation, not a social or relationship building process.” 
Faulkenberry indicated the necessity for building a stakeholder coalition with a goal of reaching a consensus on issues that can be maintained through out the long re-licensing process. He warned to beware of “single interest” groups who when they “get theirs” become “yes persons” of the utility. 

Some of the LMHOC members seemed to be in awe at the complexity of the whole process. Tom Gleason, Vice-Chairman of the coalition stated that “After listening to Gary, I feel the task is even greater than first anticipated, but I also feel that the LMHOC will rise to the occasion to meet the challenges ahead.” The new group will be getting its feet wet on July 20, when lake groups and downstream interest continue talks on developing a new license plan.
The presentation by Faulkenberry lasted over 2 hours before the homeowners group  picked up on the remaining  agenda including the review of its draft letter to SCE&G requesting additional information and studies to complement the  “Initial Consultation Documents”, a 285 page report on which summarizes the operation and maintenance of the project.. 

 

