Jake’s Landing applies for marina expansion

By Steve Bell, Lake Watch columnist

The Trawick family has been in the marina business for decades,leasing the old Jakes Landing from the Wingard family in 1962, and later purchasing the land and business in 1979. While many mom and pop marinas have vanished over the years, the Trawicks have managed to survive in spite of the proliferation of public launch sites along the 650 mile shoreline. Owner Archie Trawick believes success comes from understanding how to meet the growing needs of the boating public. While many businesses are holding back due to the economic climate, Trawick is moving forward, breaking ground for a new dry storage facility which will accommodate up to 162 boats. In addition he has applied to add 30 slips to the marina to be used as a staging area for customers that use the dry storage facility. 
Jakes is a full service marina offering boat launching, plenty of parking, dry storage, wet slips, bait and tackle, ice, boating supplies, boat repairs and gas. And while there is no restaurant, Trawick offers sandwiches from Mathias Sandwich Shop along with other snacks including the old standby, “lake ready vienna sausage”, cold soft drinks and beer. Gas prices are currently $3.15 per gallon but customers get a 25 cent discount per gallon for purchases of 20 gallons or more. There are 2 launch ramps for fast access with courtesy slips next to each ramp. Launch fees are $7.25 or $5.25 on the weekdays with a $3.00 purchase from the store. 
Trawick says dry storage provides amenities many boaters prefer over wet slips. Customers call ahead, vessels are launched and ready to go by the time the owners  arrive.  Trawick emphasizes that dry storage provides protection from the elements avoiding gelcoat and hull damage and costly upholstery repairs. “Boats that have been in our existing dry storage for 10 years, still look brand new,” Trawick explained. 
The application for the new slips was approved by SCE&G and has been forwarded to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) for review. Realizing the important services commercial marinas provide to boaters, and the challenges owners face in order to make a profit, SCE&G and stakeholders- who took part in the relicensing process- agreed last year to exclude existing businesses from the new permitting policies, and to deal with each, one on one, in order to provide the tools necessary to keep the businesses viable.   The Lake Murray Homeowners Coalition and Lake Murray Watch recently filed comments with the FERC supporting the marina expansion. Bertina Floyd, Chairperson of the homeowners group told officials, “Jakes Landing provides important services to boaters in the lower lake area. It is one of only a few full service marinas on the south side of the reservoir. During these hard economic times it is vital that we provide these businesses with the tools they need to survive. We ask the Commission to approve the application.”
The marina is located on 20 acres at 220 Jakes Landing Rd, just off highway six on the Lexington side of the dam. The landing has three full time employees- including Trawick and his mother Joan- and 3 part time employees. For more information call the landing store at 803-359-9268. For information on how to support the dock expansion, go to www.lakemurrayhomeowners.com   . 
