Drought taking toll on lake levels
By Steve Bell, Lake Watch columnist
In March, Lake Murray received almost 4 inches of rain during a 12 hour down pour.  Almost 5 billion cubic feet of water came down the pipeline bringing the lake up over a foot in one day. The lake would have risen even more, but SCE&G pulled the plug claiming the lake was too high for that time of year. Since then, rainfall has been scarce and the lake has risen only several inches to the 356.5 elevation which is almost 1 ½ feet below the  358’, the normal elevation for this time of year.  
With water temperatures rising in the summer heat, it is doubtful lake residents will experience typical summer levels. Water levels can drop as much as 6 inches per week due to evaporation. If drought conditions continues thousands of residents may lose the use of their docks before the summer ends. 
The decision by SCE&G to dump water in March has sparked controversy between the utility and some lake residents. The company claims it needs room to allow spring rains to gradually fill the lake. A lake too full too early could strain its ability to keep levels from exceeding 360’ the maximum elevation allowed by its license. But historical data confirms the chance is slim for this happening. Lake resident Cynthia Sando believes SCE&G was too cautious in March and now lake residents will suffer. Evaporation could cause lake levels to plummet several feet before the end of the summer leaving her cove high and dry. 

The issue of lake level management is being addressed as part of the re-licensing process. SCE&G’s  forecasting abilities most likely will come under scrutiny when the re-licensing team reviews lake level decisions made during the past year. Some team members feel that lake level management is simply another way of saying “economic dispatch.” The Lake Murray Homeowners Coalition is represented on that committee and is pushing for a minimum of 356’, the elevation it believes is necessary in order for all residents to enjoy year round use of their docks. For information on the Coalition and its next meeting, go to www.lakemurrayhomeowners.com   
Steve Bell is a Director for the Coalition. He can be reached at bellsteve9339@bellsouth.net
