The  ($) value  of preserving shoreline

By Steve Bell, Lake Watch Columnist

Most of the shoreline on Lake Murray was sold down to the high water mark decades ago. But over 200 (out of 650) miles of project lands, better known as fringelands, remain preserved and under the control of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). The FERC protects the public’s interest at “non-federal” hydro projects by requiring that private companies, in this case SCE&G, be licensed to operate and utilize public waters as a “free” energy source.  SCE&G has applied for a new license and is currently undergoing a relicensing process that includes a “stakeholder” review of current operational and lake management policies including a technical working committee which is evaluating both economic and natural and recreational resource values of available undeveloped fringelands. The information will be used to design a new Land Use and Shoreline Management Plan. 
Calculating the value of real estate typically involves measuring its financial worth- market values, listing price, tax assessments and potential tax revenues. But this fails to take into consideration many of the land values that matter most.  Simply stated, it is hard to put a price on the joy that one gets from being able to “get away from it all.” Conserved and protected shorelines provide the greater community with wildlife habitat, scenic vistas, opportunity for outdoor recreation, and natural resources that stimulate the local economy.
A poll completed for the President’s Commission on Americans Outdoors found that the top criteria among those seeking outdoor recreation were “natural beauty” and “quality of views.” 

Natural lands buffer drinking water supplies, filter air pollution, and help to moderate climate. Studies show that even small natural areas can markedly enhance the well-being of area residents and visitors by “reducing stress and depression, heightening sensory awareness, and speeding healing”. Psychologist Stephen Kaplan writes “Nature is not merely nice, rather it is a vital ingredient in healthy human functioning.”
A compelling reason to preserve shoreline on Lake Murray lies with the lake’s proximity to an urban setting and the fact that the lands are not privately controlled.  With landscapes becoming increasingly urbanized, there are fewer pockets of green space for families to visit and enjoy. Nature close to urban settings provides convenient opportunities for children to become “attached” to the natural world. 
Studies show that conserving the scenic beauty of a community improves its livability,

attracting new businesses, residents and seasonal visitors. “By preserving a community’s natural character and sense of place,” says Kathleen Bell, a resource economist at the University of Maine at Orono, “conservation actually becomes a stimulus for new economic growth.”  Nature based recreation and tourism can bring in millions to local communities that have the foresight to look at the “big picture” rather than being tempted by short term benefits from tax revenues. Many people assume that residential development increases a community’s tax base, generating revenues that outweigh any added cost of municipal services. But studies done throughout the country contradict this assumption, revealing that many new housing units typically cost taxpayers more than they contribute in tax revenues.
What is the dollar value of permanently preserving some of Lake Murray’s shoreline to ensure that future generations inherit those natural assets we enjoy today? The value is beyond measure- it is priceless.
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Those who cringe at the thought of “losing” the economic benefits from private development, may not be aware of true cost when preserve areas are lost
Our children benefit from nature

Nature close to urban settings provide ready access
Preserving land is a gift to our children

And then there are those who 
