Lake Lanier vs Lake Murray in shoreline protection
By Steve- Contributing writer

In spite of pressures from developers, land owners, and local governments, US Army Corps of Engineer officials recently approved a plan that will severely restrict future develop on Lake Sidney Lanier, a 47,000 plus acre reservoir located near Atlanta. The Corps recognized that the explosive growth around the 54 year old lake was impacting the natural resources and public use of the lake and its shoreline.  The Corps initiated an environmental impact study (EIS) to determine how best to manage public water and lands within the project so that both present and future generations will be able to enjoy them. 
Corps officials conducted scoping surveys, public discussion groups, consulted with state and federal agencies and other experts as part an effort to identify issues and provide the necessary information to properly complete the study. Included was a “total build out study” which indicated that over 25,000 docks could be built around the lake’s 690 mile shoreline, if the current plan stayed in effect. This number was found to be unacceptable after officials weighed in on the potential consequences, including cumulative impacts to the projects natural resources and concerns by lake users and wildlife officials. The final plan capped dock construction at 12,000 a number the Corps believes is necessary to protect the future health of Lake Lanier.  
The new restriction will complement measures the Corps already has in place. Shoreline  allocations approved and implemented in 1974 show the following: Out of the 692 miles of shoreline,  (1)- 47% is classified as limited development   (2)- 23% percent are natural areas protected from development, and  (3)-18% are lands set aside for recreation. (4) the remainder are lands used in operations. (4)-finally, the Corps made it clear that buffer zones along the developed areas are open to the public for “passive” recreation. 

The re-licensing of Lake Murray is underway and the same scrutiny the Corps gave to Lake Lanier will likely occur at the Saluda Hydro Project. Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) officials will oversee SCE&G’s request for a new license to use this public waterway.  A total build out study has been recommended and the results mostly likely will be frightening to state and federal resource agencies and environmentalist  who have been complaining about development impacts for over a decade.  Lake Murray currently has approximately 9000 docks. Preliminary figures suggest that a total build out could take that figure close to 20,000, if private marinas are included in the count. And in contrast to Lake Lanier, SCE&G’s current plan allows much more development on the shoreline. For instance, out of a total of 649.5 miles, 392 miles is in the easement classification which indicates these lands are either developed or have development rights.  23.5 miles are developed with buffer zones and 106.8 miles are in the future development classification which means these areas will be considered for development, but not necessarily developed. Current development lake-wide, including undeveloped easements lands, equals 60.6%. Total build out if all future development lands are developed would equal to 80.4%. This leaves little natural shoreline available for public 
recreation and wildlife protection, and could turn buffer zones into active public recreation areas if changes aren’t made. FERC officials have made it clear that re-balancing of shoreline uses is an issue than needs to be addressed in the relicensing.

But this would result in shutting down development in some areas in the upper lake and County officials there have already said that Newberry and Saluda “cannot become the preserved side of the Lake Murray while others enjoy the significant tax base that comes with lakefront development.”  The re-licensing process is designed to review and consider every issue. But in the end, FERC officials will have to make a decision based on public good. 
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