DNR-“What do we want the lake to look like in 30 years?”
By Steve Bell, Lake Watch Columnist
The Lake Murray Homeowners Coalition meeting June 7th, treated lake residents to informative presentations on shoreline preservation, and lake level management. 
Ron Ahle, a fisheries biologist with SC DNR asked the crowd “What do we want the lake to look like in 30 years.”  Ahle’s presentation summarized the  “state of the lake” as it relates to natural resources and showed  with photos and graphs how shoreline development is and will continue to erode those important public values. If not re-balanced, the current land use plan would allow  95%  of the shoreline to be developed. This does not include the upper riverene sections. 
For decades SC DNR, US Fish and Wildlife, and SC PRT have been arguing that the current shoreline plan is heavily weighted towards shoreline  development, and re-balancing is needed in order to stop private takeover of important public resources. And several years ago, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) officials told SCE&G that re-balancing of shoreline classifications should take place as part of the utility’s request for a new license to operate on public waters. The FERC has jurisdiction over non-federal hydro projects. 
Ahle explained that studies show that vegetative buffers along Lake Murray need to extend in some cases hundreds of feet in order to provide adquate habitat in order for most species to call Lake Murray home. The agency has identified approximately 75 miles of shoreline it wants preserved as part of the FERC order to re-balance. 

Larry Michalec, Co- Chair of the homeowners group gave a presentation on “The Ins and Outs of lake level management”. Michalec pointed out that  winter draw downs below the 356’ elevation appear to be “excessive” based on information SCE&G has released as part of the re-licensing process. Michalec reminded the group that the project, originally built for power generation, has become an important recreational resource. And SCE&G’s request for a new license opens the door for re-setting priorities for the use of public waters. FERC must take a fresh look at the project needs.  
The LMHOC which began as a coalition of homeowner associations recently opened its doors to individual members. Volunteers have distributed thousand of brochures throughout the lake community. The Coalition says it’s critical that lake residents be able to communicate during these challenging times noting that balancing lake levels with downstream recreation flows could end in heated debates. For residents who were unable to attend the meeting, the lake level presentation has been posted on the Coalition’s  web-site.   www.lakemurrayhomeowners.com
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