News Alert from the LMHOC  July 21, 2010
The battle for water sharing is over-maybe. The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) ruled against a proposal by SCE&G to reduce downstream releases for fish when the lake drops one foot during periods of low inflows. The Commission instead ruled in favor of DNR’s request to use 2 ft. as the trigger. The coffin was sealed for lake interest when the US Fish and Wildlife Service agreed to the two foot trigger, rather than four feet. The agreement was part of USFWS  formal consultation process.  The decision came as part of  FERC’s Final Environmental Assessment which was posted on the Commission’s web site yesterday.  Simply stated, the water level in the lake could drop up to 2 feet during April and May in order to supply between 1000 cfs and 2700 cfs to enhance spawning activities for striped bass in the Congaree- during times of low inflows. And if dry conditions were to continue through the summer, the lake level could drop below 354’ by mid July. Additionally the loss of two feet of water during April and May would dry up most of the shoreline habitat including environmental sensitive areas. The only reprieve is if the Striped Bass Adaptive Management Team finds that the flows are not working. If so the flows would not exceed 1000 cfs during April and May. An Adaptive Management Team meeting will be held on August 21. The LMHOC will be there to represent the interest of lake homeowners.   
