Developer modifies proposed marina near Chapin 

By Steve Bell- Contributing Writer

Lighthouse Developments has submitted a revision to its initial US Army Corps of Engineers application to construct a marina in the Crystal lake area of Lake Murray. The modifications are in response to objections by local residents and SC DNR. 
Large docking facilities can negatively impact fish and wildlife habitat, water quality, property values, and can contribute to congestion, over crowding, and boating safety concerns. Agencies say each additional docking facility on Lake Murray contributes to concerns about cumulative impacts to water quality, fish and wildlife resources and represents an irretrievable loss of public resources to private interest.

The initial plan called for a 104 slip marina which would extend out approximately 300 ft. into this quiet cove located across from Billy Dreher Island. But the developer rethought the design after reviewing complaints that the facility did not meet set back requirements and was too large for the cove. The revised application scales down the proposed marina to 84 slips and lessens navigation impacts by re-configuring the design to shorten the length by 100 ft. 

But local residents say the down size is not enough and question the necessity and legality of allowing off the lake lot owners to have individual slips. In order to minimize development impacts, SCE&G’s shoreline plan limits docks to one for every 100 ft. of shoreline.  In this case approximately 20 docks would have been approved on the 2000 ft. shoreline adjacent to the development. Residents say approving such a large facility would be inconsistent with the intent of the shoreline plan’s objective to lessen shoreline development impacts by limiting docks.   
Also in question is whether the proposed marina is in compliance with SCE&G’s license. The Lake Murray Homeowners Coalition is questioning the utility’s decision to permit “private” marinas under the commercial marina guidelines. While SCE&G has done this many times in the past, no one apparently has challenged the issue. “There’s a big difference in the two”, says George Duke an officer in the homeowner’s group. “It’s one thing to consider a commercial marina which is open to the general public. This is simply a request to exceed SCE&G’s normal policy which restricts private docks along the shoreline; one every 100 ft.

Duke organized a meeting with the developer and concerned residents and later a meeting with SCE&G to review the proposed modifications. While no agreement was reached, Duke said it was important that everyone got a chance to meet face to face to air out the issue.  Lighthouse Development President,  Al Dunbar wants to put in an upscale community called Paradise Cove and says the marina is an essential element in the plan. Dunbar hopes the modifications will address most of the complaints.  But 73 year old Margaret Stilwell , a long time resident who lives at the back of the cove believes that the changes are not enough and says “things will be far from “paradise” if this monstrosity goes in.”
The marina application is back out on public notice. According to Corps , “ The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact including cumulative impacts of the activity on the public interest….. and that the decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources. The benefit which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the project must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments. A permit will be granted unless the District Engineer determines it will be contrary to public interest.”

Comments to the US Army Corps of Engineers are due no later than October 17, 2005. Comments to SC DHEC are due no later than November 17, 2005. The Lake Murray Homeowner’s Coalition is providing updated information on its website www.lakemurrayhomeowners.com 
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