Lexington County to study zoning changes that could limit high rises 
By Steve Bell- Contributing writer

In a first reading, Lexington County Council unanimously approved a motion by Councilman Johnny Jeffcoat to consider amending zoning text to address citizen concerns about high rise and high density development along the county’s unique scenic waterways including Lake Murray. The proposal must first be reviewed by county planners who will study the issue and make recommendations back to council. The draft proposal must be given two more readings and a public hearing before council can vote to make any changes. 

The issue of high rise- high density development recently surfaced when a Florida developer announced intentions to build high rise condominiums on the current site of Timberlake Lake Clubhouse near Chapin. The 180 unit project would include four towers reaching up to seven stories each. Local residents and lake groups say the project is too tall and will impact the lake’s natural beauty. High density developments can also contribute to pollution run-off and create traffic congestion.
County planners will look to see if existing regulations address concerns about what should be an appropriate height for building on the waterfront. George Duke, a leader in the Lake Murray Homeowners Coalition, commends Councilman Jeffcoat and Smokey Davis for their efforts to protect the lake’s scenic qualities. Duke was instrumental in forming the coalition to address development issues that impact water quality, aesthetics, congestion, and boating safety. 

It is apparent that Council members are taking an interest in Lake Murray. Members also listened to a presentation by Shannon Smith, an environmental consultant, with S.E. Environmental Solutions. Smith’s company promotes what is known as “low impact” development which can actually lower construction cost while protecting the environment. Low impact techniques can be very useful and affordable in stopping pollution run-off on high density water front developments. 

Jeffcoat’s application to change zoning text relates to what is known as height/ slope ratios. Decreasing the ratio could decrease building heights next to the shoreline. Officials say a decision could be months away. In the meantime applications for high rise structures on Lake Murray will be put on hold.  
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