HUD reviews plans for apartment complex at Lake Murray Marina
By Steve Bell
The US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) has under review a development application for FHA Mortgage Insurance for a proposed development called Marina Bay Apartments. The proposal intends to development a 216 unit multi family apartment complex on approximately 11.85 acres of land adjacent to the Lake Murray Marina located at the intersection of Sunshine Road and 1600 Marina Rd. 
The property in question is owned by Columbia businessman Ben Arnold.  Rumors are it will be high end apartments with air-conditioned hallways, elevators and will be 4 stories. And there’s talk of a restaurant, and a pool along with other nice amenities.  

HUD’s primary concern is potential impacts to wetlands.  The legal notice posted in the State indicated that while there are no jurisdictional or non-jurisdictional wetlands on site, Lake Murray surrounds the subject property and is identified as a wetlands. According to the notice, it is HUD’s policy “not to consider direct or indirect wetland or flood plain development unless there are no practical alternatives.” 
The notice caught community leaders by surprise. Ken Tallman, President of the Dutch Fork Ballentine Civic Association learned about it from an association member who had been contacted by a friend who happened to read the legal notices that day. Tallman says his group will definitely be contacting the developer for more details. Arnold has worked closely with the community on past proposals which included high end, high rise condos.  
Concerns relating to the potential negative impacts to the existing community will likely be rehashed. A major concern is the possibility that pollutants from storm water will flush into an area that is likely already feeling the affects of intense development in an area that houses the lake’s two largest marinas, and where everything runs down hill to the lake from the commercial strip along highways 6 and 76. Bertina Floyd, Chairperson of the Lake Murray Homeowners Coalition, says her group will definitely weigh in on the proposal. “The LMHOC is concerned about pollution reaching the lake and also the potential adverse impact to adjacent neighborhoods, property values, and traffic congestion,” said Floyd.   The homeowner’s group has dealt with storm water issues in the past.  Sediment built up in Owl Cove near White Rock stopped when the Coalition and local residents presented their concerns to DHEC, county officials and the developer of the Fox Port subdivision. The developer voluntarily installed risers in the storm water system, which backed up water in a creek channel, slowing the rate of flow and the transport of sediment to the lake.  For more information on how to sound off on this issue go to www.lakemurrayhomeowners.com.
