Crowding at Larry Koon Landing under review

By Steve Bell, Lake Watch columnist

Larry Koon landing, located on Shore Rd. about 4.5 miles off 378 in Lexington County, is one of the most popular launch sites on Lake Murray. On busy weekends when parking spaces are gone, boaters begin parking along the road rather than use other nearby launch sites. Many Shull Island residents complain that road side parking creates a bottle neck resulting in safety hazards in a community that has only one way in  and one way out. 

Eddie Richardson, a spokesman for the group recently took the issue before the Lexington County Recreation and Aging Commission (LCRAC) which operates the facility. Richardson explained that 4 or 5 years ago concerns about roadside parking were resolved when the county installed “No Parking” signs and guard rails. But now boaters are ignoring the signs and there appears to be no effective way to enforce the no parking zone. Law enforcement officials say the current law does not allow ticketing of vehicles. The ticket must be presented to the violator in person. And officials will not tow a vehicle attached to a trailer.  Richardson  offered a number of potential solutions: (1) adding signage to better define the “No Parking Area”, (2) preventing illegal parking  via effective enforcement, (3) hiring a landing attendant to manage the site during peak times (4) educating boaters on alternative sites and (5) consider charging a launch fee to off-set expenses.

One solution being considered is to construct an overflow parking area on a portion of 22 acres SCE&G owns near the site. While most of the land is classified as forest management in SCE&G’s new license, several acres have been set aside as “Future Recreation” specifically for overflow parking for Larry Koon Landing. But Richardson believes additional parking will bring in more boaters to a landing that has already reached its limit, ranking 4th in use among all public facilities. The 4.5 miles of Shore Road is in disrepair and may need widening. Sidewalks would need to be installed to the overflow area. There would be security issues for adjacent property owners. Additional parking would take away business from Siesta Cove, Southshore, Jakes Landing, and other private marinas that at times struggle to make ends meet.

Bertina Floyd, Chairperson of the Lake Murray Homeowners Coalition (lakemurrayhomeowners.com) indicated that the community’s concerns must be considered as part of the evaluation process. Floyd emphasized the need to conduct appropriate studies to address concerns about road conditions, congestion and most importantly security. “There are certainly security concerns when a public parking area- open 24/7- is built adjacent to an existing residential neighborhood,” explained Floyd. The proposed overflow area would be constructed approximately 150 yards from the Koon Landing facility.

Lexington County Councilman Billy Derrick says he favors putting an attendant at the site during peak usage to ensure adequate parking is available before users are allowed to launch their boats. Derrick explained, “This will eliminate the illegal parking issue.” Derrick says he is not in favor of constructing an overflow parking for a launch site that is already experiencing heavy use.

