Boating safety survey now offered on-line for all boaters

By Steve Bell, Lake Watch Columnist

Volunteers for the Lake Murray Homeowners Coalition braved triple digit heat index figures last week to deliver boating safety surveys to residents along the lake’s 650 mile shoreline. Results from the survey, along with other data currently being collected, will be included in a report that hopefully will shed some light on the issue. A copy of the report will be sent to the Senate Fish, Game, and Forestry Committee. The homeowners group believes that it takes good information to make good decisions. In addition to the survey, the Coalition, along with Lake Watch and the Lake Murray Fishermens group have asked SC DNR to provide information on boating accidents and the number and types of citations that have been issued over the past 5 years. The organizations are also looking at how other states are addressing boating safety issues.  

While hard copies were distributed to lake front communities in the four county area, an on-line survey is now available at the Coalition’s web site  www.lakemurrayhomeowners.com  Homeowners who received hard copies may choose to mail in the hard copy or use the on-line version. And the survey is not just for homeowners, but for all boaters who are serious about making Lake Murray safer now and in the future. The survey has been posted on the “Alerts” page of the website and takes less than 5 minutes to complete. Participates are encouraged to provide additional comments and recommendations if  that boater believes the questions do not adequately cover the issue.  

After meeting with DNR back in late May, the three groups decided it was time to “quit talking and start doing” something about the issue. Volunteers are also planning visual surveys of high traffic areas during certain summer weekends.  Photos and video will be taken to document any congestion and unsafe boating activity in those areas.

The focus group encourages open minded, experienced boaters to take advantage of this opportunity. The lake community as a whole needs to solve boating safety issues. A good response to the survey will go along way in ensuring that happens. 

Steve Bell is Secretary of the Lake Murray Homeowners Coalition , email lmhoc@yahoo.com or go to www.lakemurrayhomeowners.com for more information.

